THE EELIGION OF NUMA

the spirits and their hostility to men. The
notion of the numen is always vague and in-
definite even its sex may be uncertain *Be
thou god or goddess' is the form of address in
the farmer's prayer already quoted from Cato
' be it male or female' is the constant formula m
liturgies and even dedicatory inscriptions of a
much later period

These spirits are, as we have seen, indwellers
in the objects of nature and controllers of the
phenomena of nature but to the Koman they
were more Not merely did they inhabit places
and things, but they presided over each phase
of natural development, each state or action in
the life of man Yarro, for instance, gives us a
list of the deities concerned in the early life of
the child, whidh^ though it bears the matks of
priestly elaboration, may yet be taken as typical
of the feeling of the normal Rap*a$k
There is Vaticanus, who opens the child's'
to cry, Cunma, who guards his cradle, Edvdia
and Potina, who teach him to eat and
StatilinuBs, who helps him to stad
and AbeoQft^I&'wartfeh ovsc Ms< first footstep,
and many others each with his special province
of protection or assistance The fanner sinaflatty
is m t&e hands of a whole host of divinities
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